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This year was my final year atf Tsinghua University. As of now, | have completed the program and successfully
graduated in June. This academic year and the previous summer semester have been some of my most
fruitful times at school in terms of intellectual development and life experience. | have had the privilege of
visiting many different places, both within and outside the country, 1o advance my understanding of my field,
and | am very thankful for the numerous opportunities that Tsinghua University has provided me.

In July last year, the entire class and | fraveled to Bali Island,
Indonesia, to aftend the International Forum on Urbanism (IFoU)
Summer School. The program involved conducting an in-depth
social survey in certain rural villages on the island, working with
students from different counfries and regions to develop a
viloge development and ecotourism plan based on the
gathered information, and finally presenting our findings to the
" local community. Investigating a rural village in a foreign country
gave me firsthand experience with their diverse development
frajectories. Helping to improve them trained me to account for
local culture and customs when producing plans.

For my autumn semester's studio class, where we learned about
creating master plans, the group | was in picked Duolun County
as our focus. This brought us to the said county for research, as
we visited local landmarks, including the world-famous Site of
Xanadu (T L&), The studio classes involved in-depth
discussions with classmnates on how the county could be
developed in various aspects. | was personally in charge of
devising the overall development strategies, such as the
development godls, ecological and cultural protection
strafegies, tourism planning, and so on. | leamned a lot about
gic thinking and tfeamwork, as master plans cannot be
fed alone, and | brushed up on critical software skills like
ing Geographic Information System (GIS) to analyze the
county's natural geography.
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As for my thesis project during the spring semester, | was
fortunate to be allowed to choose the Hainan's Cooling City
project as my thesis topic. "Cooling City" refers to the
infrastructure, policies, and measures that help urban areas
cool down amid rising global temperatures and the heat island
effect. In Hainan, this is part of a collaboration project between
the provincial government and the Energy Foundation. My
research involved visiting Haikou and Sanya to conduct heat
environment assessments in different communities using
dedicated measuring devices, inferviewing locals about their
perceptions and habits when facing heat stress, designing
'‘cooling communities' by applying various cooling strategies,
and modeling the microclimate of the designs using advanced
software. One of the best aspects of working on my thesis was
that my research was incredibly meaningful, as it focused on
low-to-moderate-income  communities that are highly
susceptible to heat stress. The results | arrived af may provide
valuable insights info revitalizing marginalized communities in
the context of heat adaptation. While the work involved was
difficult, it is ultimately the fruit of my own labor, and | feel
immense satisfaction when everything is accomplished.

All'in all, I had the most exciting and fruitful year to.end my
university journey on a high note. While my time in Tsinghua
University is over, what | have learned and experienced will
continue to enlighten me for years to come. Once again, |
would like to thank Tsinghua University for the opportunities and
lessons. However, the support and nurturing from Law Ting Pong
Secondary School years prior cannot be understated, for my
fime during my secondary education taught me valuable
lessons in work ethics, determination, self-discipline, and crucial
knowledge and skills. Without the kind and inspiring words from
the teachers and staff, | would not be able to venture out of my
comfort zone and take advantage of the opportunities
provided. So, thank you to Law Ting Pong Secondary School for
the foundation of who | am today.
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